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*Please rise as you are able, in body or in spirit

Bold print indicates a unison reading

PRELUDE         Leaning On the Everlasting Arms    
Arr. By Joel Raney Pianist, Roberta Smith  

LIGHTING OF THE CHRIST CANDLE 
We light this candle to acknowledge God’s presence in this sanctuary. 

HYMN#258             At The Cross 
Watts, Hudson 

Refrain: At the cross, at the cross where I first saw the light, and the burden of my 

heart rolled away, rolled away, it was there by faith I received my sight and now I 

am happy all the day! 

Verse 1: Alas! And did my Savior bleed, and did my Sovereign die? Would he 

devote that sacred head for sinners such as I? 

Refrain 

WELCOME                 Rev. Michael Droege 

CALL TO WORSHIP          Liturgist, Sophia DiAndrea 

People of God, who do you come to worship? 

We come to worship the God who first loved us. 

How will you worship? 

Not with words alone, but by living lives of justice and love. 

Come, you who belong to God. 

Come, you who are foolish in the eyes of the world. 

Come and abide in God’s heart, now and forever.



 
 

 

 

 

  

OPENING PRAYER 

O God, we trust in Your power, even as it is often found in weakness; 

in Your wisdom, even as it is expressed in seeming foolishness;  

in Your wholeness, even as it comes to us amid brokenness. 

We do not ask this day for dazzling displays of strength, 

or marvelous manifestations of miracles.  

We come simply to worship You. Amen. 

HYMN#351         Take Up Your Cross 
C. Everest

Verse 1: “Take up your cross,” the Savior said, “if you would my disciple be; deny 

yourself, the world forsake, and humbly follow after me.” 

Verse 2: Take up your cross, let not its weight fill your weak spirit with alarm; his 

strength shall bear your spirit up, and nerve your heart, and brace your arm.  

Verse 3: Take up your cross, heed not the shame, nor let your foolish pride rebel; 

your Lord for you the cross endured and fought the powers of death and hell. 

Verse 4: Take up your cross, and follow Christ, nor think till death to lay it down; 

for only they who bear the cross may hope to wear the glorious crown. 

PRAYER OF RECONCILIATION 
(All are invited to participate verbally in our prayer of reconciliation) 

Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, 

word, and deed, by what we have done, and by what we have left undone. We 

have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 

ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly repent, for the sake of your Son 

Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; that we may delight in your will, 

and walk in your ways, to the glory of your Name. Amen.  



 

 

  

ASSURANCE OF PARDON 

PASSING THE PEACE OF CHRIST 
One: Peace be with you. 

All: And also with you. 

ANTHEM               Welcome To This Place   

Wilson Music Collective 

CONTEMPORARY TESTIMONY 

The Lion, the Witch, and the Wardrobe, by C.S. Lewis 

Reading Background: 

In this excerpt from the children’s book “The Lion, the Witch, and the Wardrobe”, 

the great lion Aslan has willingly given his life in exchange for the accused (and 

guilty) child Edmund who was under jurisdiction of the White Witch. This scene 

finds the children mourning Aslan’s fallen body which lay lifeless on a great Stone 

Table. 

PRAYERS OF GOD’S PEOPLE 
Please respond with “Lord, hear our Prayer” 

LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 

Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth  

as it is in heaven. Give us this day, our daily bread,  

and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors  

And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power 

and the glory forever. Amen  

ANTHEM         Believe For It  Wilson Music Collective 



 

*DOXOLOGY
Praise God from whom all blessings flow, 

praise him all creatures here below; praise him above, you heavenly host, 

praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

PRAYER OF GRATITUDE 

GATHERING OUR CHILDREN

SCRIPTURE READING                     I Corinthians 1:18-31 

The message of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who 

are being saved it is the power of God. For it is written: 

“I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, 

    and the learning of the learned I will set aside.” 

Where is the wise one? Where is the scribe? Where is the debater of this age? Has 

not God made the wisdom of the world foolish? For since in the wisdom of God 

the world did not come to know God through wisdom, it was the will of God 

through the foolishness of the proclamation to save those who have faith. For  

Jews demand signs and Greeks look for wisdom, but we proclaim Christ crucified, 

a stumbling block to Jews and foolishness to Gentiles, but to those who are called, 

Jews and Greeks alike, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God. For the 

foolishness of God is wiser than human wisdom, and the weakness of God is 

stronger than human strength. 

Consider your own calling, brothers. Not many of you were wise by human 

standards, not many were powerful, not many were of noble birth. Rather, God 

chose the foolish of the world to shame the wise, and God chose the weak of the 

world to shame the strong, and God chose the lowly and despised of the world, 

those who count for nothing, to reduce to nothing those who are something, so  

that no human being might boast before God. It is due to him that you are in Christ 

Jesus, who became for us wisdom from God, as well as righteousness, 

sanctification, and redemption, so that, as it is written, “Whoever boasts, should 

boast in the Lord.” 



 

 

 

 

 

 

         

                      

 

 

*GLORIA PATRI
Glory be to the Father, 

and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 

world without end. Amen, Amen. 

SENDING OUR CHILDREN 

SERMON       

ANTHEM     

The Deep Magic                   

Believe For It            Wilson Music Collective 

BLESSING OUR CHILDREN 

BENEDICTION  

POSTLUDE                The Old Rugged Cross   
Arr. By,Vicki Wright       Pianist, Roberta Smith 



How to reach Pastor Michael: You can schedule an appointment online 

at calendly.com/michaeldroege or call the office for assistance at  

(908) 755-5020.  Of course, in any kind of crisis you can always call or text

Pastor Michael at (908) 578-9432.  

Please note, Fridays are Pastor Michael’s Sabbath Day. 

Rev. Michael Droege, Pastor 

Timothy Walton, Director of Music & Worship Arts 

Matthew May, Seminary Intern 

Roberta Smith, Accompanist 

Pam Cox, Bell Choir Director 

Jacob Feldman, A/V Specialist 

Tina Kelly, Administrator 

Harold Kreis, Sexton 

The Rev. Barbara Peters, Pastor Emerita 

How to Support the Work of Wilson Memorial Church 

In Service: You are invited to place your offerings in the plate at the 

back of the Sanctuary. 

By Mail: Gifts can be sent to the office at: 

7 Valley Road 

Watchung, NJ 07069 

Online: Use our secure giving portal by clicking the “Giving” link on our 

website; www.wilsonmemorialchurch.org 

Text-to-Give: Text WILSONCHURCH to (908) 460-8818 and follow the setup 

prompts for your first time. Once set up, you can simply text the gift amount to 

the above number. 

Follow us on social media @mywilsonchurch 



CHURCH ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Flower Ministry: If you would like to honor a special someone, or occasion, 

please consider supplying flowers for a future service. Contact the office for 

assistance.   

For Prayer: Joe Higgins has received an advanced cancer diagnosis. Keep Joe, 

Eileen, Patrick, and Tim in your prayers. Prayers for peace in places of War.  

Tuesday Evenings: Do you love music? Do you sing? Play an instrument? 

Timothy is extending an open invitation to singers and musicians to be a part of the 

Wilson Music Collective rehearsal every Tuesday evening at 6:30 p.m. in the 

music room.  

Starfish: Please considering donating canned fruit, crush, peeled, or diced canned 

tomatoes, cans of vegetables and cereal boxes to Starfish. Please check expiration 

dates before donating.  

Giving envelopes for 2023 are on the welcome table in the narthex. 

ANNOUNCEMENT 

2023 Annual Meeting: 

The Annual Meeting of the Mary E. Wilson Memorial Union Church will be held 

in a hybrid manner, both in person and online via Zoom on January 29, at 11 AM, 

following our Worship Service. 

At this meeting the Annual Report, including committee reports will be reviewed 

and procedures will be followed regarding the approval of the 2023 Budget, the 

election of Executive Board members, Treasurer and Clerk, as well as any other 

business requiring votes. 

At this meeting there will be an opportunity to comment and ask questions. Votes 

will be cast using provided mail-in ballots. 




